
 

 

 

 

WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Name and date of 

Committee 

CABINET – 22nd JUNE 2022  

Report Number Agenda Item 9 

Subject SUSTAINABLE WARMTH - LOCAL AUTHORITY DELIVERY (LAD) 

PHASE 3 AND HOME UPGRADE GRANT (HUG)  

Wards affected All 

Accountable member Cllr Andrew Prosser, Cabinet Member for Climate Change 

Email: andrew.prosser@westoxon.gov.uk   

Accountable officer Ness Scott, Climate Change Manager 

Email: Vanessa.Scott@publicagroup.uk  

Summary/Purpose ● To provide an overview of the Local Authority Delivery (LAD) 3 

Sustainable Warmth and Home Upgrade Grants due to be made 

available to West Oxfordshire residents in 2022/23 via funding secured 

from BEIS through the Greater SouthEast Net Zero Hub; 

● To request delegated authority for the Head of Paid Service to enter into 

the Inter Authority Agreement (IAA) on behalf of West Oxfordshire 

District Council and as a “Participating Authority” in the scheme.  

Annexes Annex 1: Sustainable Warmth Briefing 

Recommendation/s a) Note the briefing provided on Sustainable Warmth in Annex 1.  

b) Agree delegated authority be given to the Head of Paid Service to enter into 

the Inter Authority Agreement (IAA) on behalf of West Oxfordshire District 

Council and as a “Participating Authority” in the LAD 3 scheme. 

Corporate priorities  The Council Plan 2020-2024 has: a vision to support West Oxfordshire to be fit 

for the future through delivery of the following priorities. 

1. Climate Action: Leading the way in protecting and enhancing the 

environment by taking action locally on climate change and 

biodiversity. 

2. Healthy Towns and Villages: Facilitating healthy lifestyles and better 

wellbeing for everyone. 

Key Decision 1.1. YES 

Exempt 1.2. NO 

Consultees/ 

Consultation 

1.3.  
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1. BACKGROUND 

This report has been prepared: 

1.1. To provide an overview of the Local Authority Delivery (LAD) 3 Sustainable Warmth 

and Home Upgrade Grants due to be made available to West Oxfordshire residents in 

2022/23 via funding secured from BEIS through the Greater SouthEast Net Zero Hub; 

1.2 To request delegated authority for the Head of Paid Service to enter into the Inter 

Authority Agreement (IAA) on behalf of West Oxfordshire District Council and as a 

“Participating Authority” in the scheme. 

2. MAIN POINTS 

2.1 Sustainable Warmth builds on Phase 1 and 2 of LAD (Local Authority Delivery) 

schemes, with the majority of eligibility rules staying consistent with the earlier phases. The 

most prominent change to these previous phases is refining the scope to mains-gas fuelled 

homes only. In addition, £150m has been made available to support low-income households 

off the gas grid through the Home Upgrade Grant (HUG) Phase 1. Both these fuel poverty 

categories have now been brought into a single funding delivery for Local Authorities. The 

two schemes that make up the Sustainable Warmth funding have a shared goal to:  

a. Tackle fuel poverty by increasing low-income homes’ energy efficiency rating while 

reducing their energy bills.  

b. Deliver cost effective carbon savings to carbon budgets and progress towards the UK’s 

target for net zero by 2050.  

c. Support clean growth and ensure homes are thermally comfortable, efficient, and well-

adapted to climate change.  

d. Support economic resilience and a green recovery in response to the economic impacts of 

Covid19. 

2.2 Via the GSE Net Zero Hub, WODC submitted as part of a SE regional application to 

BEIS, an additional £1million funding allocation under the scheme for specific take up by 

homeowners in West Oxfordshire. Owing to the fact the Home Upgrade Grant, Phase 1, is 

targeted towards rural areas and householders off gas, added capacity and funding to deliver 

energy retrofit and decarbonisation for householders in fuel poverty was viewed as 

beneficial.  

2.3 The funding was subsequently awarded by BEIS to GSE Net Zero Hub to deliver 

Sustainable Warmth in the financial year 2022/23, which includes the £1million allocation 

made to West Oxfordshire. Warm Works went on to be commissioned by the Lead Authority 

as Managing Agent responsible for the roll-out of energy retrofit across the South East.  

2.4 Under the scheme, WODC have requested and will be given £10,000 of “capacity and 

capability grant funding” from the GSEEH as contribution towards the marketing and 

promotions of Sustainable Warmth to West Oxfordshire’s residents. This amount is the only 

funding through the scheme that the Council will be directly responsible for.   

2.5 The Council is not required to contribute any money towards the Sustainable Warmth 

programme; its in-kind contribution will be in the form of staff time spent carrying out a 



 

 

targeted communications campaign and direct marketing to householders in areas of fuel 

poverty and off-gas areas who are eligible for the grant funding. 

2.6 An Inter Authority Agreement (IAA) has recently been shared with all participating Local 

Authorities across the South East, which has been reviewed by the Council’s legal services 

team to ensure there are no major concerns in terms of content and obligations.  

2.7 The Council has previously submitted to GSE Net Zero Hub its details confirming that 

there is no resource to implement energy retrofit in-house. The Council has signposted the 

existing National Energy Foundation-run, Better Housing Better Health service in 

Oxfordshire that delivers the Council’s ECOFlex obligations, carries out warm and well 

assessments and already coordinates local energy improvements through their pre-existing 

local installers network. In delivering Sustainable Warmth, Warm Works would need to 

liaise with the NEF to coordinate on, and maximise, their reach across the District. 

2.8 There is no funding requirement from the Council towards the project, only in-kind 

support in the form of staff time from the Climate and Communications teams. There is also 

no policy decision to be taken. The risk to the Council is primarily reputational, i.e. the 

Council logo will be on the Managing Agent’s - Warm Works’ - correspondence to 

householders advertising the available funding to those eligible. In effect, if the energy 

retrofit works were for any reason carried out badly, the Council may in some way be 

associated with this.  

2.9 The IAA requires a signature on behalf of the Council to enter into the Sustainable 

Warmth scheme and ensure the allocated funding remains within the District. This has been 

requested from all the Participating Authorities.   

3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 There are no financial implications to the Council in signing an IAA, and no funding 

requirement from the Council.    

4. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 Through a legal review, no significant legal risks to the Council are identified through 

the IAA.  

5. RISK ASSESSMENT 

5.1 The primary risk to the Council is reputational.   

6. ECOLOGICAL AND CLIMATE EMERGENCY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Sustainable Warmth will positively contribute towards the Council’s strategic objectives 

under Theme 2: Energy of the West Oxfordshire Climate Change Strategy by: 

a. Tackling fuel poverty by increasing low-income homes’ energy efficiency rating while 

reducing their energy bills.  

b. Delivering cost effective carbon savings to carbon budgets, progressing towards the UK’s 

target for net zero by 2050.  



 

 

c. Supporting clean growth and ensuring homes are thermally comfortable, efficient, and 

well-adapted to climate change.  

d. Supporting economic resilience and a green recovery in response to the economic impacts 

of Covid19. 

7. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS  

7.1 The alternative option is to not enter in the IAA and allow the GSE Net Zero Hub to 

reallocate the grant funding to another local authority area within the South East.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Annex 1:  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


